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WELCOME 

 
The light of the world is come! Christ is born! Jesus is among us! The Word 
has become flesh! Alleluia! 

 
“Let’s light our candles …” 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
Let us pray: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the 
brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the 
light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his 
glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
HYMN: O Come All Ye Faithful (ELW 283) 

 
1. O come, all ye faithful, 
 joyful and triumphant! 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
 come and behold him, 
 born the king of angels: 
 



Refrain: 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord! 
 
2. The highest, most holy, 
 light of light eternal, 
 born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
 Son of the Father 
 now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 
 
3. Sing, choirs of angels, 
 sing in exultation, 
 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
 Glory to God 
 in the highest:  Refrain 
 
4. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
 born this happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 
 Word of the Father, 
 now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 

 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20 
 
The Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you O Lord. 

 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom 
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her 



firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 
  

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
        and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN: Angels We Have Heard on High (ELW 289) 
 

1. Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

 and the mountains in reply, 
 echoing their joyous strains. 
 
Refrain: 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
 gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
 Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 What the gladsome tidings be 
 which inspire your heav'nly song?  Refrain 
 
3. Come to Bethlehem and see  
 him whose birth the angels sing; 
 come, adore on bended knee 
 Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  Refrain 
 
 
SERMON  

 
 
HYMN: Hark the Angels Sing (ELW 270) 

 
1. Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king; 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled." 
Joyful, all you nations, rise; 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with angelic hosts proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 

 



Refrain: 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn king!" 
 

2. Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
Hail, incarnate deity! 
Pleased as man with us to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Refrain 
 

3. Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! 
Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
ris'n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise each child of earth, 
born to give us second birth.  Refrain 
 

 
PRAYERS OF THE INTERCESSION 

 
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need, saying: Hear us, O God; and 
responding: Your mercy is great.  

 
A brief silence. 
 
The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church throughout the 
world proclaim this good news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite the 
voices of all your faithful people in songs of praise and rejoicing. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to flocks, fields, 
and those who tend them. Come near to us in the beauty of nighttime, the 
shining of the stars, and the hush of a world at rest. May our wonder at 
your creation rouse our care for all the earth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this 
world. Hush the noise of war and violence in places of unrest, especially in 
Ethiopia. Inspire leaders of nations to seek lasting peace and sustainable 
provision for all in their care. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and 
reassurance to those facing struggles this night. Shelter travelers and those 
without homes. Console those who lie awake due to pain or anxiety. Heal 
those who are sick or hurting ... Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents and 
expectant parents. Comfort those who long for children, especially those 
running out of hope or options. Surround families of every shape and size 
with your love and care. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you 
thanks for all the saints who have proclaimed your glory in word and 
deed. Let us join them this night in joyful praise around your eternal 
throne. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these 
and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER: (ELW p. 208) 

 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us; save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
HYMN: O Little Town of Bethlehem (ELW 279)  
 
1.  O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 
 

2. For Christ is born of Mary, 
and, gathered all above 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wond'ring love. 
O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the king, 
and peace to all the earth! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. How silently, how silently 
the wondrous gift is giv'n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heav'n. 
No ear may hear his coming; 
but, in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still 
the dear Christ enters in. 
 

4. O holy child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in, 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell; 
oh, come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Immanuel! 

 
 
HYMN: Silent Night Holy Night (ELW 281) 

 
German 

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! 
Alles schläft, einsam wacht 
nur das traute, hochheilige Paar. 
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar, 
schlaf in himmlischer Ruh, 
schlaf in himmlischer Ruh. 
 

English 
1. Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
 



2. Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

3. Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from your holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
 

 
FINAL BLESSING 

 
Almighty God, 
who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 
proclaimed joy through the angels, 
sent the shepherds with good news, 
and led the magi by a star, 

bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 

 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
POSTLUDE: Love Has Come (ELW 292)  

 
1. Love has come—a light in the darkness! 

Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 
hear how their song of joy arises:  
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!  
Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 



 
2. Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 

Love is God now asleep in the hay. 
See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 
what is the name her heart is saying? 
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; 
Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 

 
3. Love has come and never will leave us!  

Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; 
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

 

 
-Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
LICENSE, License #A-732801. All rights reserved. 
 
-SundaysandSeasons.com (Augsburg Fortress) for prayers for Dec 24, 2020 


