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PRELUDE: Jesus Loves Me! (ELW 595) 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

Amen. 
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KYRIE (p. 184 ELW) 

 

Refrain: 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

 

1. For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of 

all; for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray 

to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 

 

2. That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and 

the poor; that we may live out truth and justice and grace, let us 

pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 

 

3. For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and 

family; for life and for love, for our work and our play, let us pray 

to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 

 

4. For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and 

the Word; that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, let 

us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for 

the nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, 

mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, 

we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 4:14-21 

 

The Gospel according to Luke the 4th chapter. 

Glory to you O Lord. 



14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and 

a report about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He 

began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 

  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went 

to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to 

read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled 

the scroll and found the place where it was written: 

 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

  because he has anointed me 

   to bring good news to the poor. 

 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

  and recovery of sight to the blind, 

   to let the oppressed go free, 

 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. 

The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to 

say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON: Gorillas of Grace (for the full text and audio of the sermon, 

please visit https://raspberryman.ca/2022/01/18/gorillas-of-grace) 

 

HYMN: O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (ELW 886) 

 

1. Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 

 my great Redeemer's praise, 

 the glories of my God and King, 

 the triumphs of his grace! 

 

2. My gracious Master and my God, 

 assist me to proclaim, 

 to spread through all the earth abroad 

 the honors of your name. 

 

https://raspberryman.ca/2022/01/18/gorillas-of-grace


3. The name of Jesus charms our fears 

 and bids our sorrows cease, 

 sings music in the sinner's ears, 

 brings life and health and peace. 

 

4. He speaks, and list'ning to his voice, 

 new life the dead receive; 

 the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, 

 the humble poor believe. 

 

5. Look unto him, your Savior own, 

O fallen human race! 

Look and be saved through faith alone, 

be justified by grace! 

 

6. To God all glory, praise, and love 

 be now and ever giv'n 

 by saints below and saints above, 

 the church in earth and heav'n. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are 

bold to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 

 

You reveal yourself to us in the reading of scripture. Fulfill your word 

through the faithful witness of your church. Send us out to bring your 

liberating good news to all people. We pray today for the good work of 

the Ottawa Lutheran Refugee Sponsorship Committee under the 

leadership of Gerda Kraft and their active members. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

  



All creation proclaims your handiwork. Teach us to love the intricate 

and beautiful bodies that you have created. Bless waterways, tiny 

insects, enormous whales, and every creature in between. Sustain 

species at risk of extinction. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You desire that there be no dissension among us. Where we are divided 

in our society, nation, or world, come quickly to reunite us into one 

body. Ease conflict, dispel violence, and bring an end to war. God of 

grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor. Grant provision and 

justice for people living in poverty, people living with disability, those 

living with pain, or those living under oppression. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Build up the body of Christ in this place. Bless the variety of ministries 

in this congregation, especially the care we give to those most 

vulnerable and who have asked for prayer; among them: Sylvia, Lyndon, 

Yvonne, Jennifer and Cindy, Bowen, Bettina, Hertha, Andy and Mary, 

Luke, Cecily, Eleanor, Dora, Susan, Simon and Lydia. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You see us for who we are, and you delight in us. Bless those who 

celebrate birthdays in the coming week, among them: Ann Medaglia, 

Garfield Schroeder and Marshall Fortier-Stanley. Empower us to freely 

welcome and deeply value each person who enters into worship and 

ministry among us, online and onsite. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these 

and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus 

Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 



The peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new 

beginnings and guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table, nourish 

us with this heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry 

world, in the name of Christ our light. 

Amen. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown 

forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your 

beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your 

glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

(ELW p. 190) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 



Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to 

heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and 

who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 

blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 

await his coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O 

Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body 

and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy 

Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

  



For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Taste and know that the Lord is good. The gifts of God for the whole 

people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the 

abundance of your house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim 

your favor to all, strengthened with the richness of your grace in your 

Son, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN: The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (ELW 551) 

 

1. The Spirit sends us forth to serve; 

 we go in Jesus' name 

 to bring glad tidings to the poor, 

 God's favor to proclaim. 

 

2. We go to comfort those who mourn 

 and set the burdened free; 

 where hope is dim, to share a dream 

 and help the blind to see. 



3. We go to be the hands of Christ, 

 to scatter joy like seed 

 and, all our days, to cherish life, 

 to do the loving deed. 

 

4. Then let us go to serve in peace, 

 the gospel to proclaim. 

 God's Spirit has empowered us; 

 we go in Jesus' name. 

 

FINAL BLESSING 

 

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over 

you, and who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your 

coming in, today and forever. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL: 

 

Go with Christ into a weary world. 

Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE: What a Friend We Have in Jesus (ELW 742) 
 

 

Prayers adapted from “Sundays & Seasons Online” for the 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 23 Jan 

2022; setting 8 Communion liturgy & hymns from ELW (Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book) — 

Augsburg Fortress Publishing, 2006. 
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